Next Newsletter Deadline — September 28!
Please help us enhance our newsletter so that we can celebrate what God is doing
in us and through us. Submit articles to secretaryaumc@embargmail.com.

k %k Xk %k Xk %k Xk %k %k Xk )k Xk %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k % %k %k %k %k %k xk

Wednesday Night Dinner and Programs
Help get the word out to your friends and neighbors about our Wonderful Wednesdays! Dinner will
be served at 6:15, followed by various faith-based activities for children and youth, plus an adult Bible
study led by Pastor Duane.
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Membership Class
Interested in joining our Angier UMC family of faith? Contact Pastor Duane to make an
appointment for a 2-part membership class.
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From Our Finance Team
God wants us to have nice things, but he wants our spending to be a realistic portion of his gifts. Pastor
David Slagle of Veritas Church in Decatur, Georgia, uses apples to demonstrate our struggle with tithing.

Imagine that God has given us ten apples, that represent our wealth or income. God tells us nine of the
apples are ours to enjoy. We are to use some to care for ourselves and our families, some to save for
retirement, and some to give away to others.

But the tenth apple is holy to God. Giving this apple to God first, before we
consume the other nine apples, is a way for us to express praise, love, obedience,
faithfulness, worship, and devotion to God. This also serves to supply the resources for
God’s purposes to be accomplished in the world through God'’s church.

Then he notes that our lifestyles are such that, for many of us, nine apples are not
enough anymore. How can I pay all the bills and have all the stuff I want with just nine
apples? So we decide the Lord will not mind if we take just a little bite of his apple. After all, there’s that
summer trip we want to take. So we take another bite out of God’s apple — the one that is holy to God and
meant to be used for God’s purposes. The Lord will understand. Then Christmas comes and we don't have
enough money for all the presents we want to buy, so we take another bite out of God's apple. One day a
medical emergency catches us by surprise. Because we didn't set aside money in an emergency fund, there
goes another bite from God'’s apple. Buying a new car, eating out frequently, spending on this or that — each
expense takes a bite out of the apple that belongs to God.

Soon all that is left is the core. So we give the core to God and say, “here’s
your portion, Lord”. God receives not our first fruits or our best gifts, but our leftovers.

When we realize what we have done, it's not possible to begin giving to God
as we should right away. But we can begin to work in that direction, increasing our
percentage over time. God understands where you are, and God will help you make
the adjustments.

Proverbs 22:9 says, “Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.”

— Phil Pabst, Finance Chair



Sunday School News
& Study Opportunities

Are you hungry? Are you thirsty? Feed your faith at Sunday
School! It's for life! It's life-long, life-giving, and it's about real
life connected to the source of life! For more information about

CH STI AN our Sunday School program, contact Amy King (639.0869).

EDUCATION

New — Sunday School Opening Assembly!

Special thanks to Amy King who followed her passion to begin an opening assembly before Sunday School. Join
us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall @ 9:40 for some fun Bible songs (many of which you may know
from your childhood). We'll also share birthday celebrations and a brief interactive message. See ya there!

New Church-Wide Sunday School Study

Beginning September 13" through October 18", Sunday School classes of all ages (children, youth, and adults)
will be participating in a study of "Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living.” This short devotional book,
written by Bishop Reuben Job, uses scripture and the writings of John Wesley to help us reclaim spiritual
disciplines that can change our world. Pastor Duane will be preaching a 6-part series during worship in
conjunction with this study.

Mark you calendars!
An Intergenerational Hour is planned for the 1st Sunday in Advent, November 29, 2009, in the Fellowship Hall
beginning at 9:40 am.

Wednesday Night Bible Study
7:00 pm, led by Pastor Duane in the Carol Mennella Classroom.

CHRISTIAN
BELIEVER

KNOWING GOD WITH HEART AND MIND

When: Sunday Nights @ 6:30 and Monday Mornings @ 10:00
Where: The Carol Mennella Classroom
Need More Info? Contact Pastor Duane (pastoraumc@embargmail.com or 639.2176).

We celebrate that 20 persons have signed up for this in-depth study! As always, there’s room for more if you're
interested. It's not too late.

Class Description.

Why do we believe what we believe? From whom do our understandings of the faith come? Why does this
matter to me? If you have asked these questions then this study is for you! Christian Believer is a 30-week
study of the classical doctrines of the Christian faith. These doctrines include God's Providence, the Trinity,
Atonement, Judgment, Eternal Life and many more. Participants have daily readings of both Scripture and
writings of early and modern church leaders and theologians. Once a week, individuals meet together to watch
a video and discuss what they have learned. This study will help you understand more fully what the Church
has believed and taught over the centuries and to learn the concepts and images that unite us all as Christian
believers.
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VVOORSHIP

Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
—Psalm 150:6

Sermon Series

This month, we launch into a 6-part sermon series based on the book, 7Aree Simple Rules, by United
Methodist Bishop Rueben Job. This will connect with our church-wide Sunday School study. Based
on John Wesley’s General Rules, we will explore how these simple (but not “simplistic”) rules can
change our lives and impact our community and world.

September 13 — Do No Harm, Part 1
September 20 — Do No Harm, Part 2
September 27 — Do Good, Part 1

October 4 — Do Good, Part 2

October 11 — Stay in Love with God, Part 1
October 18 — Stay in Love with God, Part 2

Communion Sundays
October 4 — World Communion Sunday
November 1 — All Saints Sunday

Don't forget...On Communion Sundays, we will receive a free-will offering for our Bereavement Fund
which will help provide meals for families who have lost loved ones. You may leave your donation on
the altar rail as you receive communion.

Would you like to participate in leading worship? We need persons who would be willing to serve as
“lectors” to read the selected scripture for worship. Please contact Pastor Duane at 639.2176 or
pastoraumc@embargmail.com.

—from the Worship Committee

Choir Notes
The Chancel Choir practices each Wednesday at 8:00 pm in the
sanctuary. Please join us and help us make a joyful noise to the
Lord!

—from Barb Hughes, Choir Director
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Wednesday Nights

All youth (grades 6-12) are invited to gather in the youth room on Wednesday nights at
6:45 for a time of devotion, discussion, and fun activities. For more information, contact

our Youth Minister, Jefferey McCumber (jsmccumber0529@email.campbell.edu or at 222-
0993).
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CAROWINDS

When: Saturday, October 3
Cost: $50.00 per person
Info: Jefferey McCumber or Wayne Moniz

PILCRIMACGE 2009

-..Wwhere faith and discipleship can be fun?
When: November 13-15
Where: Crown Coliseum Fayetteville, NC
Cost: $15 per person
(NOT including travel, food, and lodging)
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~ (¢ B Train up a child in the way he should go, and

e when he is old, he will not depart from It
- — Proverbs 22.6
CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY

1 Our Wednesday night programs are off and running! The children enjoyed our kickoff night which included
a Bible lesson, friendship bracelets, prayer time and yummy popsicles! This year our children will learn
about Jesus through hands-on activities, prayer, Bible stories, mission projects, games, crafts, music, art
and much more! We are in for an exciting year! We offer classes for all ages including nursery, preschool,
K-2"! grade and a tweens class. Please contact Gaylynn Mahaley for registration information.

1 Parents: Are you looking to spend more time with your children while learning God’s word? Pastor Duane
recommends “At Home With God: Family Devotions for the School Year” by Anne Broyles. Pick up a
copy today!

1 Our VBS 2009 video is now on our church website! A big thank you to Nick Kesick for putting this together
for us! Keep an eye out for our VBS 2008 video coming soon!

1 Happy Birthday to Emma-Rose Partin — September 3!

Looking Ahead:
October 8" — Children’s Ministry Meeting at 7:00pm

October 10" - Fall Festival/Yard Sale. The yard sale will be from 7:00am-noon. All proceeds will
be donated to our new playground fund. Items need to be dropped off at the church by
Wednesday, Oct. 7.

October 28" — Trunk or Treat

November 14 — Talent Show

December 4" — Teacher’s Night Out! (dinner and a movie)

December 13" — Children’s Christmas play at 6:00pm.

December 20" — Christmas Caroling at 5:00pm.

We would like to thank all of the people who signed up to volunteer to teach on Wednesday nights! Our
volunteers include: Virginia Blake, Candice Clark, Jessica Capps, Gaylynn Mahaley, Cynthia Woodard,
Vikki Harris, Lee Mahaley, Sue Foster, Lisa Perkins, Lynda Ogburn, and Amy King.
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Kids Recipe Corner

Peanut Butter and Jelly Muffins

2 cups of all purpose flour % cup of creamy peanut butter
3 Tablespoons of granulated sugar 1 large egg
1 Tablespoon of baking powder 1 cup of milk

Your favorite jelly

Preheat oven to 350. Line a regular muffin tin with paper cups. In a large bowl, mix dry ingredients. In a
separate bowl mix peanut butter and egg until smooth. Slowly add milk and stir until smooth. Pour peanut
butter mixture over dry ingredients and fold until it is mixed well. Mixture will be stiff. Spoon two Tablespoons
of peanut butter mixture in each baking cup. Smooth mixture with your fingers. Place 1 teaspoon of your
favorite jelly on top of peanut butter mixture. Top with another 2 Tablespoons of the peanut butter mixture
and smooth with your fingers. Bake at 350 for 20 to 25 minutes. Serve warm with a glass of cold milk. This
freezes well. Makes 12 muffins.



Food for Thought...

In their book, Growing Spiritual Redwoods, Tom Bandy and Bill Easum compare “declining churches” with
“thriving churches.” A declining church may not necessarily be losing members (although that may be a major
factor). It simply means a church that has adopted an attitude of “maintenance ministry” — of keeping things
the way they are simply because that’s what they’re used to. A thriving church may not necessarily be growing
in numbers (although that may be a major factor). It simply means that the church has a contagious energy

and is open to innovative ministries.

Members of Declining Churches Are...
Committed to the church
Managing committees

Holding offices

Making decisions

Trained for membership
Serving at the church
Preoccupied with raising money
Doing church work

Retiring from church work
Surveying internal needs

Eager to know everyone

Loyal to one another

Building faith on information
Perpetuating a heritage

Members of Thriving Churches Are...
Committed to Christ

Deploying missions

Doing hands-on ministries

Making disciples

On a lifelong quest for quality

Serving in the world

Preoccupied with rescuing people
Finding personal fulfillment

Pursuing constant personal growth
Sensitizing themselves to community needs
Eager for everyone to know God

Drawn to the unchurched

Building faith on experience with Christ
Visioning a future

According to Bandy and Easum, “declining churches” want to do everything on the right-hand column without
letting go of anything on the left-hand column. “Thriving churches” want to do everything in the right-hand
column and are prepared to let go of everything in the left-hand column. There are many ways we are already
effective and thriving. As we think and pray together, what may be some things we need to let go of in order

to be even more of what God is calling to be?



